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organize south China on lines similar to those of the Russian
socialist republics. This greatly disturbed the landlords
and factory-owners and the richer farmers and merchants,
who feared that they would in ume be * liquidated J1 as the
landlords of Russia had been. Nevertheless the power of
the Kuo-Min-Tang spread. By 1927 practically the whole
of central and southern China was under its rule, and
it was getting ready to conquer the north with its armed
forces.

Inside the Kuo-Min-Tang itself, however, there were
powerful members who intensely disliked the communist
ideas spread by the Russian workers. They saw that unless
they acted quickly it was quite likely that the whole of
China would soon be under communist control. They
therefore decided to separate from the Kuo-Min-Tang
and organize another government. The leader of this

group was the famous
CHIANG-KAI-SHEK, whose
wife was a sister-in-law of
Dr Sun Yat Sen himself.
Chiang-Kai-Shek, with
the help of the wealthy
people of the Yangtze
Kiang cities, set up his
government at Nanking,
and called upon all those
who disliked communist
ideas to support him.
This split the Kuo-Min-

CHIANG-KAI-SHEK

into two parts, and
civil war broke out again.'
From then until 1935
China was practically di-
vided up into four main
groups, each struggling
against the others. First,

^ Have their business put an end to, i.e. \ilkd.